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Abstract

A Study of the Functions of Discourse Markers in the Narrative of Magpie Murders

The purpose of this study is to examine the functions of discourse markers in a narrative. [ will
use Magpie Murders, which is a mystery written by Anthony Horowitz, in order to explore discourse
marker functions. In novels, it goes without saying that what is told is important, but how it is told
is also important. The functions of discourse markers are concerned with how a story is told.

This paper is organized as follows. Chapter 2 will cover a brief description of discourse markers.
Chapter 3 deals with speech and narrative. Chapter 4 gives an outline of Magpie Murders. Chapter
5 ~ 8 are the main parts of this paper. Chapter 5 will show how discourse markers signal shifts in
points of view, that is, from whose perspective a story is told. Chapter 6 discusses how discourse
markers can contribute to keeping a smooth flow of narrative. Chapter 7 illustrates that discourse
markers can be a signal of the conceptualization or inner voice of characters. Chapter 8 shows that
discourse markers remind readers of certain information. With discourse markers, readers may be
able to guess a character's thought process behind the utterance concerned. Finally, Chapter 9
summarizes the discussion of the functions of discourse markers in a narrative.
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(1) Annoying, isn't it ?
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[ got to the end of the manuscript on
Sunday afternoon and rang Charles Clover
immediately. [M#%]

“Charles ?” I said. “What happened to
the last chapter ? What exactly is the point
of giving me a whodunnit to read when it
doesn't actually say who did it ? Can you call
me back ?”

I went down to the kitchen. [#%] I knew
that Alan Conway had wanted to end the
series for a while but it had still come as an
unpleasant surprise to find that he had done
exactly that. [H]

So who Kkilled Sir Magnus Pye ?

I had nothing better to do so I drew out a

pad of paper and a pen and sat down in the
kitchen with the typescript beside me.—
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(2) Anyway, that was how I spent Sunday
afternoon, leafing through the manuscript,
making notes and really getting nowhere.-
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(4) The doorbell rang.

Andreas had telephoned me an hour
before and there he was on my doorstep
with a bunch of flowers and a bulging
supermarket bag that would contain Cretan
olives, wonderful thyme honey, oil, wine,
cheese, and mountain tea. It wasn't just
that he was generous. He had a real love

of his country and everything it produced.
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It's very Greek. The endlessly protracted
financial crisis of this summer and the year

before might have dropped out of the British

newspapers—how _many times can you

redict the total collapse of a country ? —
but he had told me how much it was still

hurting at home. Business was down. The
tourists were staying away. It was as if the
more he brought me, the more he would
convince me that everything was going to be

all right. It was sweet and old-fashioned of

him to ring the bell, by the way. He had his
own key—p.2-70 (UM >Tz, 72 R
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(5) It was Andreas who raised the subject of
Alan's death. He had read about it in the
newspapers and he was concerned about
what it would mean for me. “Will it hurt

the company ?" he asked. He spoke perfect

English, by the way. His mother was English

and he had been brought up bilingual. I told

him about the missing chapters and, after
that, quite naturally, the rest of it came out
too.—p.2/72 (75 > DREDFEEEFBH L
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6) She wanted to look her best for the
funeral. The whole village would be there
and she had invited to coffee and soft drinks
afterwards at the Queen's Arms. With or
without ? Carefully, she removed it and laid
it on the hall table.

Her hair was too dark. She'd had it cut
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especially and although René had done his
usual excellent work, that new colourist of
his had definitely let the place down. She
looked ridiculous, like something off the
cover of Home Chat. Well, that decided it,

then. She would just have to wear the hat.

She took out a tube of lipstick and carefully
applied it to her lips—p.28 (i 4ci%. ZE{%k
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(7) I was interested in the room. It seemed
to me that it was as close as I would get to
walking into Alan Conway's head. And what
did it tell me ? Wel/ he wasn't out to hide his

light. All his awards were on display.—p.2/38
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(8) Does it matter ? Well, yes, actually. It
worried me.—p.2-146 (ZNDN KUK &
Do T2V, KGR, Fid, AL
IZ7%x>7z,)

PR D B HEHEE T AW [ ORE D
R EN, BFD MRESTZNITH T 55D
REND, BHAY T OHBHAZORICE> T
W3, yes BEHAY 1 OSET, AKEHERD
actually DA T “yes” 258t LT %,

WINOBITE, well ZHV3 T & TYUHKD

WIS NI OFEEC X T L 5 0LNFERET
HBMDK S BHIRZHEBEICGA BT ENTE
%o

VIl SXEEIR CanE IR S E51FR

ARAI AR S THE RS L R D S R R
Rz L. MEF GiATF) DNUZOTEHZ
EDX IR NEDNDOFHMN IR, T
DE T, HEEERIC X > T I e vz
TS 507215,

9. FED OO NY) D BE 22k
I HHBEHEDE T TR A WA, BOEH
Tkl z W2 2 LIt X b oN 258
IEDWVWTHANB, K&, Joy Sanderling &
WD I PE R Atticus Piind I UL CTHT %
SETH 5, Joy DIEKIEIZ. Pye BITHOD
FHB Mary D& E N7z FEOILANTE LA T
ENTW5, Pye EHIE Mary DFERNETH
%o Joy WEZHED Pund ICIFHE DR ZIE S
I ERAMRIAT Do IRAUIR DN AT EFT DR
DHRIIC, THEREIRIEZDO T, BEEODH
W2 T2DERHTIELL] EWVWHIFOD
RIS 72, L L, BiEOREZIC “Joy
Sanderling's confession had been removed.”
FaAa A=V ITOEAIHNEN
TWe,) tdHB, TN 7RI TORDEDE
BHTH 5, Joy ERDEIICED,

(9) “Actually, 1 took it down myself. I did it
this morning. I don't regret putting it there.
=157 (EZ WS &, RADHID LIzA
TY, FHDT ETY, Mio/c gl
TEEAo D

C D actually (&, HETFOTHEEIRESC
EERIBRDERE RS> TS (KR -+ 5 - 7
JIl 2015 @ 2-4)2), actually &2 T & T,
HIlC T2 R Ia o e E S 755720
A5 £S5 K574 Pind OFEEDH - 7z
CEMRRENS, EHIC, [Pund ERALIYED



HEDDRMM LIz > TS & Joy WEZT
W3 LERENS, actually ICK>T. D
/NG E TR EBRICHE 5 NG > 7z Pind DT
LIZE Joy DRERFHIMEEES T LHT
L

X in fact OBITH %, O F R
WSS % M4 #H O Susan Ryeland T. Alan
Conway ZfHY L TW%, BHAY 1 IE5ED F
ER— AT, #ED 1 TH%, Susan & L
A]D Charles & & &1 Alan Conway D FE{#HIC
M5, TOHPTORETH S, Charles (&
Alan W% Z 7z Magpie Murders &> 5 /NGO
LN AD T, Alan DfEMHICEET %
TERBRELUEMN, Alan 130 E Ko ThHi-
oo —HBHANTIE, LARNT Y TZORD
B 17 H® U /= Mathew Prichard &5 A¥)
MoK 2D >TEDS Alan & Charles D
T &9 TICHEW TV,

(100 T reminded him of what Alan had said, the
four words he had spoken just before the
waiter had dropped the plates. /'m not having
the — Did he know what Alan had been about
tosay?.

“No. [ can't remember, Susan. I have no
idea.”

“Did you know that he thought up the title
years ago ? "

‘I didn't. How do you know ? "

In fact Mathew Prichard had overheard
Alan telling him exactly that. ‘I think he

mentioned it to me once,” I said.—p.2/98 (FA
E. T7IUNEo T EZHEZTVANMEIC
=iz, VA ZA—WIEEE THENCT T
YN LIz 4ADDEREZ, 3T 25D
BHEWE, ZAG— 7 I2YMZEBI &
LCLEDDTHND DR, Lo TR,
HATEWE, A=YV, ok nhbk
W] TEhY Magpie Murders &\~ 5 #8% 7% i
FEEFHTEVDOWVTET EIZAI> TDTY
M2l T, EAREFES LTHI-DTBEAR

i DI IBUT B etttk

W2 BORITH, ¥V a—- TV Fvy—FR
T T VDMEICE S F ol DZMIREIC LT
Wiz, (Th, ZoEBWC LidE
DB I T T VDRICE S F o
ez R T ] EREEZT)

PHATZET Alan DL A BT TDT LIEH
HHEEGELE TIRREN TV S, Mathew (.
Alan @ “I'm not having the—" IC#t< & &Il
SN > Tz, B EHRES T B A
[ 7% Charles IC 2437z “Do you know what Alan
was about to say ?” &5 FEEEM H HHRE G
TIREINTWVWS, ZO%, EEHETESREA
P11 & Charles D DHO WEERENS, UL
DHDE Tl Mathew Prichard DL A k5~
T/INEICIZE ALTE Magpie Murders &\ 5 84,
EES D HID Tz &S Alan DT &
5>, Alan & Charles & & TV 5 k& X
B3P 15 Mathew B W22 EMRRN 5N
TW%, L7eW> T, wi&id Alan 5 EE[H
WIeEE S EWSEH AT OBEMNIEL AW
TEZHIS>TWVWA,

Tld. ZE T OMEIC in fact ICEMNS T
KREBOTFRMEAINT VB DA I My i
AR TEH, BIGAYI T & Charles D% D HY
DIFHOLT %, oo BHAY 1 AVINGOBEY
7 < %G Mathew D SRV TWzE0 S
HIDBEDERNE T UL, Mathew &5 AP
MMIEIRITE T, B E T NICEHET % %
BN T OBEODEN O ZRBT I LIETE
B0 RIS, FRERODEZAY T D% “1 think
he mentioned it me once,” D&FHHICH 2 & T
U, in fact IC K> THHADNE CEIHAY 1
& Alan 705 EERBW) KT B 1ER (B
AP 1 & Mathew 2SRV ) AWHEAENS T
LIk %, TDOE, in fact 7% but in fact I
T5HTENTES, LML TIE, Susan D
BOFATHIC FRREBOEHRMAFEA TN TV 5,
in fact TlIhDsRH S N5 (K - JE - 7h)1l
2015 :142-146)?, T T Tlk. AiOFE TEN
5N 7z Mathew »» 5157z Alan & Charles D9



il DI BT % kAl

HOICBT 3 HHRZHE IRV S, R
LTW3, ZOFNNHT 5 e, BHAY 1
Mathew DS EWz EEZ 5 & TREINZH,
Alan 5 EWz B2 %, TTTamB IR TH
rEYIGNS, [TE, YT a—MBEWEC
EREDTIBI I EWVHIBIHBAY T DLOD
EEHBWNBENTEBDTH S,

IX. BbYIc

ARAm VR O T DB AN B AW
MEFED FAEFHD OREDBRITT 55K L%
5T EWHB, £z by the way DHIT/RL
K HIT, AEEEERIEER D ORNZELE ICEE
ZHEDZDICEH G TZENDH B, THIC well
DRITRUTz K DI, st N0 &
BZOGREZRD . HiENEHE N OLNFE 2
BTV BND K S IR Z 52 5 MRE S
N5 BIRIC, AREERIC K > TN TR
I Fi b SN TV WERZ S IR ¥
72O, FATE TR R E NG E B > THY;
NI LD & 72 i I HEW & B 2 HEED B %
T &7z,

N TTIEIRE DN RN T. BB A D
FYIIR—DEETHZDEFVI XTELRN
M, VEEZ ONCEER D B FERICEETH %,
B NYRiE O FORGEXZHECT 5T &
ICHFG T BEER O b N 2 BfE T 5 T &
T, HEFICKBYREDED 72w il T &
MTE D, aitmakid. WNICEESNICBED S
DTH 5,
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fhFEDORF 25T 5 HELE LT AT
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# (narrative report of speech act) % /il X
Te ST Z% T 5, i, FEaEOLIH &1
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U, direct/indirect/free indirect/free direct
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